THEIR VOICE  IS  HEARD

acts of violence against the poor people just to awe
them into abject submission.1

Again, as to the quality of medical treatment b<
stowed upon them by Hindu officials, in their time u
need:

As our people are regarded as untouchables,
and no better than chattels, medical and sanitary
officials treat them as cheap stuff whose lives are
not worth much. They invariably exhibit a clear
aversion to entering our villages and homesteads
to afford the needed help, for fear of pollution,
and some of them seem to be obsessed with the idea
that we have no right to claim their services.
Medicines if asked for may be sent for the use of
those stricken with diseases from the caste village
where the officials come and halt during their
rounds of inspection.2

Apparently the quality and supply of drinking-
water allowed these Untouchables in Madras
parallels the provision made in Bengal. This same
appeal states :

-The wells used by the caste people are un-
approachable and unavailable to us, and so our
people are put to the necessity of resorting to
tanks and ponds in the immediate vicinity of their
villages. . . . These tanks and ponds ... are
used by all sorts and conditions of men for bath-
ing, for washing their cattle and their clothes, and
even the soiled cloths of such as suffer from in-

1 Printed Appeal addressed to Sir John Simon by the Sambova
Moha Jana Sangham. 2 Ibid. ,
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